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Remember the traditional military tattoo? You 
used to see them on the forearms and shoulders of 
military men, or former military men, the world 
over. | can still remember a neighbor we had when 
| was a kid. He’d been in World War Il, had even 
lost a leg. But it isn't the missing leg | remember so 
much as | do the Marine tattoo he had on his arm. 
It was blue, faded and long buried under a healthy 
coat of hair. But you could still make it out; an 
eagle with a shield and the "semper fidelis" script 
running across the top and bottom. | 

| always think of that tattoo whenever the topic of 
military tattoos comes up. 

As it did just the other day. | was sitting around 
with some friends having a few cold ones when the 
talk turned to military tattoos. We'd all seen our fair 
share of them, some of us even had one or two, but 
when it came right down to it not a one of us could 
remember seeing any new military tattoo work. It 
seems you just don't see the apple-cheeked recruits 
anymore, fresh from boot camp with their 
government-issue shaved heads and fresh, new 
service tattoo. 

Sure, we all knew tattooists who had shops just 
outside the gates of military posts and we all knew 
they were there for a reason. But are the kids today 
going for the traditional military designs their 
fathers and their fathers before them got during. 
their tours with the service? 

Most tattoo shops still carry the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Marine flash on their walls, but how 
many of these tattoos are they laying down? Most of 
the young military men l've seen sporting tattoos 
have opted for non-military designs. Tigers, drag- 
ons, skulls and other art seems popular among the 
members of the military Гуе talked with. l'm seeing 
less and less of the older, traditional designs. 


Skin 


Maybe I'm just not talking with the right people. 
Afterall, | don't spend that much time on military 
bases so | really can't know what are the latest . 
trends in service tattoos. 

Well, we argued this back and forth for most of 
the night. Both sides made their point, but in the 
end we couldn't decide if the traditional military 
design had died out or not. 

None of us liked the best solution we came up 
with to get the final answer: join up and see for 
ourselves. 

So what's the next best thing? Well, we'd like to 
have you, our readers, decide. If you're reading this 
magazine you're obviously into tattoos, and since 
we can't be everywhere at once and we sure can't 
enlist to check this out, we'll let you do it for us. So, 
is the traditional military-design tattoo dead, or is it 
just sleeping? Have times really changed that much? 

What we'd like you to do is send in photos, black 
and white prints or color slides, of tattoos you got 
while you were in the military. That way, we can let 
the people who are actually getting the tattoos 
decide the matter. 

Remember, these tattoos don't necessarily have 
to be the traditional military designs, just tattoos 
you got while you were in the service. We're 
curious to see the kind of ink work today's service- 
men are going for. 

Are the traditional military tattoos still popular? 
Let us know. 
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Everything was going great. All was 


as it should be: the Colony Sguare 
Hotel, one of the finest in the city of 
Atlanta, Georgia, had been secured for 


the festivities, all the booths had been 


rented, all the speakers, exhibits, 


lectures and parties had been arranged. : 


Everybody who was anybody i in the | 
tattoo world was on hand. Crazy Ace 
was there with fresh copies of his new 
video, artists such as Jack Rudy, Jeff 


from L.A. East, Sailor Sid, Lenny Duane, 


Sugar Bear, Winnona from Hawaii, Roy 
Boy, Spider Webb and plenty more 


were set up and ready to go. Atlanta ‘87 


looked to be a great convention. 
Almost .... Just at the time everyone 


was ready to start doing what's done at 


a tattoo convention, and that's tattoo- 
ing and getting tattooed, there was a 
small interruption. The local authorities 
decided to pay a visit to the show. This 


wasn't a friendly visit. Far from it. No sir, 


| informing onks and fans alike that 
_ they would be subject to arrest just as 
_ soon as needle touched skin. Hardly - 


like getting the keys to the city, is it? - 
It seemed they had this law in 


Atlanta, something about acquiring а 


tattoo permit at least 20 days prior to _ 
doing any tattooing in the city. Some- - 
how, the powers that be missed this 


_ fine point in the tangle of paperwork | | 


involved in setting up this convention. 
The cops’ reaction? “Tough luck, 


buddy. Call the major and try to get 
things straightened out.” 


Surprise, the mayor couldn’t be 
reached, found or talked to. 


So what do you do with several 
hundred tattooists and a whole mob of 
fans who came to Atlanta to tattoo? 
Send everyone home until next time? 
Pick up and move to another city? Go 
ahead and tattoo, then spend the rest 
of the weekend writing your name on 
the walls of the Atlanta jail? 

Not likely. What you do is what 
tattooists have done for years; you go 
underground. 

See, while you might be arrested for 
tattooing on the convention floor that 
didn’t prevent you from laying down 
some skin art up in your room. The 
convention was open to the public and 
the police didn’t need search warrants 
to come in and bust anyone in sight, 
but a tattooist working up in his room 
was another story. For the cops to get 
in there they would need a warrant. 
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- So some slight changes were made. 
Everything went as planned; contests, 
lectures, interviews, etc. With one small 
adjustment. If you wanted a tattoo you 
made an appointment to see the artist 
in his room. It was that simple. 

Atlanta is famous for its underground 
lifestyle, and now it was hosting the 
first tattoo convention forced under- 
ground. Some of the best and most 
respected artists in the world had to 
break the law just to practice their art. 

But it just goes to show. Small- 
minded authorities can try and limit 
people's self-expression, they can even 
threaten and send the police. But when 
it comes right down to it, if someone 
wants a tattoo they're going to get it. 
Whether they have to go underground 
or not! 
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Tattoo By АЁ Diamond, Frankfurt, Photo By Crazy Ace 
W. Germany Tattoo By Gene, Asbury Park, NJ 


More and more, the ladies are 
decorating their bodies with skin 
art. While the traditional small and 
delicate tattoos such as flowers 
and butterflies are still popular, an 
increasing number of women are 
choosing full sleeve and body 
work. 

Here are some examples of 
current work worn by women. 
We're interested in your tattoo 
work, as well. If you'd like to share 
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your art with our readers, please the work. Send it all to: | 
send in either color slides or black Tattooed Ladies ‚ 
and white photos. Include the Tattoo Magazine " 
photographer's name, the artist's P.O. Box 3050 

name and a brief description of Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
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Tattoo By Michael Chavez, San Franscisco, CA Tattoo By Rick Harnowski, Green Bay, WI 
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Tattoo By The Tattoo Factory, Chicago, IL 
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Tattoos 


By Jim Pisaretz 


Tattoo By The Tattoo Factory, Chicago, IL 


attoos are as much a part of the biker world as are motorcycles and leather jackets. Attend any biker event, 
no matter how small, and you're bound to see quite a few tattoos. Why is skin art so popular with bikers? I'm 
sure some psychology professor sitting behind a desk could come up with all sorts of psycho/social reasons. | 
prefer to think that bikers just happen to be a bit more self-expressive than most folks and their tattoos are 
simply an extension of that self-expression. 

While bikers are liable to sport just about any tattoo design, there are many designs and motifs peculiar to ; 
bikers. Among these are motorcycles (usually Harleys, but you'll see others), Harley-Davidson logos, skulls, 
skeleton riders, club logos, "property of" designs, "FTW" designs, "in memoriam" designs, as well as V-twin 
engines, swastikas and Iron Crosses. These designs can be simple, or they can be intricate full-blown works of 
art. Like all forms of tattooing, the only limits here are the skill and imagination of the artist and the desire of 
the customer. 

Just about every biker event in the country, or in the world for that matter, will have a tattooist in attendance. 
Many of the larger events attract literally hundreds of artists. The annual Black Hills Classic, in Sturgis, South 
Dakota, regularly draws up to 200 tattooists, including some of the very best artists around. Even at events like 
Daytona Bike Week, where tattooing is not sanctioned by the local authorities, you'll find a large number of 
tattooists working “underground” out of private homes or hotel rooms. If bikers want tattoos, and they do, the 
tattoo artists will find ways to fill that desire. | | 

That's understandable. Many of the country's top tattoo artists are themselves bikers, or regularly tattoo 
bikers. Included here are Lenny Duane, Crazy Ace and Lady, Wild Bill, Roy Boy and Debbie, Bill Loika, Randy 
Adams, Gill Monte, Spider Webb, Rick Harnowski, Snake, East Coast Al and a host of others. 

Tattooing is so popular among bikers there was even a tattoo convention hosted by the biker group AM JAM. 
Most of the artists who attended this event were bikers, as were their customers. The first AM JAM tattoo 
convention was such a success it has now become an annual event. 

Of course, there are those tattooists who refuse to tattoo bikers or render any biker designs at all. That's their 
choice. But the fact still remains that bikers make up a very large segment of the tattooed population. There will 
always be artists who not only work in this medium, but actually enjoy and prefer it to any other style. : 

Over the years, biker tattoos have developed stylistically and might now be considered а separate genre of the 
tattoo art. These tattoos are unique and are found only among bikers, indeed, among anyone dedicated to riding. - 

So here's a look at just some of the many designs done for, and worn by, bikers. These designs are the bread- 
and-butter for many a tattooist, and the pride and joy of many a biker. They're worth a long look. 
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Tattoo By Crazy Ace 
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Fat Joe’s 
Jade Dragon 


Chicago's largest selection of designs. 
By Roy Boy 
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oe told us it all started back 
when he was a kid. His dad was a 
big collector of tattoos and Joe 
would tag along with him 
whenever he went to get a new 
one. This gave Joe a chance to 
see some of the best and most 
famous shops in Chicago, at an 
early age and first hand. 

Joe says tattooing is in his 
blood. 

You've heard the story before; 
my grandfather has a tattoo, my 
dad has one, I have one and 
when the kids are old enough 
they'll each have one, too. In 
Joe's case, he'll probably be the 
one doing those tattoos on his 
kids. I guess you could say that 
makes it a family tradition, 
Windy City-style. 

Joe prides himself on having 
the cleanest shop in Chicago. It 
shows. From the outside to the 


34 TATTOO #10/WINTER 1988 


£e 


inside, from the bottom to the 
top, this place is spotless. Joe 
claims that accounts for a lot of 
repeat business. He also has a 
selection of flash that flat blows 
his competition out of the water. 
This place is tattoo art at its 
higest form. You'll find some of 
the best designs anywhere in the 
world hanging on the walls of 
this little Chicago store. 

In the businees for 10 years, 
Joe's done one hell of a job—all 
self taught. But his success isn't 
surprising when you hear him 
say that the only way he knows 
to get to the top of the tattoo 
world is to, “...eat, sleep and 
think ink 24 hours a day!” 
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Joe does just about any kind 
of tattoo work there is. If you 
can’t find something on his 
walls—which is just about 
impossible—Joe will work up a 
custom design. He’s also an 
expert at repairing and covering 
up “misfit tattoos” as he calls 
them. 

So next time you find yourself 
in Chicago, the word is Jade 
Dragon. The shop is located at 
5331 West Belmont Avenue and 
it’s open until 10 at night, 
Monday through Saturday. 
There’s no need to call for an 
appointment here, either. Drop in 
and take a look at Joe’s walls. 
You just might walk out with a 
tattoo. № 


FLASH 


Here's a look at some designs from artists and shops around the tattoo world. Usually the first 
thing you see when you walk into just about any shop is the collection of design sheets that 
decorate the walls. Since first impressions are so important, most artists are careful to display 
their highest quality art work. The pieces on these pages will give you an idea of where some of 
the artists in the tattoo business are directing their energies. Who knows, you might find a 
design you like and have your local tattooist ink it in. 
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It takes more than 


imagination. 


Here’s a look at the most 
dedicated of tattoo fans— 
those who have chosen to 
have extensive artwork 
rendered on their bodies. It 
takes a special kind of person 
to take skin art to this 
extreme. There’s hour upon 
hour of work here, not to 
mention the expense. But for 
some, the large tattoo is worth 
it all. 

The people you see here are 
from all walks of life, some 
might well live right next door. 
The many artists represented 
here come from all over the 
tattoo world, as well. 

For these individuals, the 
ones who choose and the 
ones who apply the large 
tattoo, the term “think ink” is 
more than a passing phrase. 
It's a way of life. If you'd like 
to share your work with us, 
send your photos (either 
black-and-white or color 
slide) to: 

Large Pieces 

Tattoo Magazine 

P.O. Box 3050 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
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Photo By Mad Doctor Tattoo By Fast Eddie, Houston, TX 


Tattoo By Creative Body Art, 
Girard, OH 


Photo By Mark Kalinowski Tattoo By 
Frank, Emporium Of Design, Denver, CO 
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Photo By Mark Kalinowski Shoulder 
Cap Tattoo By Sugar Bear, Denver, 
CO Dragon Tattoo By Bob Moreau 
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Doc Forest 
And 
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Flash Fighters Tattoo Studio 


Stockholm is known as the 
cultural and artistic center of 
Sweden. It also happens to be the 
capital of this Scandinavian 
country so it’s no surprise that 
you ll find one of the best 
tattooists in all of northern 
Europe working here at 102 
Hagerstensvagen—Doc Forest. 

For the past 16 years Doc 
Forest has developed and 
improved his unique talent and 
technique for skin art. His work is 
world famous and has appeared 
in this publication, as well as 
numerous other books and 
journals dealing with the world of 
tattooing. 

In 1982 Doc took on an 
apprentice, Mia Norton. Under his 
guidance she's become a top 
artist, as well. According to Doc, 
“Mia does a real sharp skin job." 

Both Mia's and Doc's work are 
shown here. They do mostly 
custom work— in any style. These 
two are definitely not into picking 
patterns off the wall. They want 
their customers to have one-of-a- 
kind pieces of skin art, tattoos 
that are as much an expression of 
the customer's personality as they 
are an example of Doc and Mia's 
abilities. 


Photography By Doc Forest 


Recently they've been doing a 
lot of Viking-style work, mostly for 
bikers around the Scandinavian 
area. These designs give Doc and 
Mia a chance to develop and 
work from the mythology of the 
area. You might remember that 


the Vikings themselves were fond 
of tattoos, so in a way Doc and 
Mia are revitalizing an ancient part 
of the Scandinavian culture. 

Not that Viking work is the only 
thing Doc has been up to lately. 
Last January, the Doc had a 
customer show up in the middle 
of the night. It turned out to be 
blues and rock star Johnny 
Winter. The albino guitarist 
wanted to add another tattoo to 
his growing collection. This time 
he wanted something surrealistic. 
The Doc gave him a rendering of 
a cut on his left underarm with all 
sorts of weird and strange things 
jumping out. 

When he's not slinging ink in 
Sweden, you might find Doc and 
Mia at a tattoo convention just 
about anywhere in the world. He 
often comes to this country, too, 
collecting work from artists such 
as Cliff Raven, Ed Hardy, Bob 
Roberts or Henry Goldfield. 

If you'd like to drop Doc and 
Mia a line, the address is Flash 
Fighters Tattoo Studio, 
Hagerstenvagen 102, 126 49 
Hagerstern, Stockholm, Sweden. 
But who knows, you just might 
catch up with them at a tattoo 
convention first. 
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